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The paralegal turned witness: case law trends and ethical consideration

*Jared B. Arnett, Dr. Dianna D. Murphy, Mentor, Department of Geography,
 Government and History, Caudill College of Humanities

About sixteen hundred (1600) cases were identified for review from a database search of all state court cases reported during a five year period. Each case was reviewed to further identify only those cases in which a paralegal had testified for or against an attorney, a current client, or former client.  These cases were analyzed to see if the paralegal’s testimony had an impact on the outcome of a client’s case as well as if it had an impact on cases that involved attorney or paralegal misconduct. 

Dissociation between scopolamine-induced and dopamine-induced hyperactivity  
*Clell D. Watts, Jonathan Brown, Alena Hromish, Dr. 
Ilsun White, Mentor, Department of Psychology, College of Science and Technology
Previously, we have reported that scopolamine, a cholinergic antagonist, impairs spatial learning.  The present study compared the effects of scopolamine and amphetamine on spontaneous activity and also examined a possible interaction between cholinergic and dopaminergic systems. Following direct intra-accumbal infusions or systemic administration of these drugs, we examined locomotor activity in the open-field. Systemic injections of scopolamine and amphetamine produced comparable hyperlocomotion.  Moreover, a combination of these drugs produced a synergistic effect on locomotor activity. Direct infusion of amphetamine in the nucleus accumbens produced hyperlocomotion. This is consistent with previous reports, and also support the notion that amphetamine-induced hyperactivity is mediated by the nucleus accumbens. On the other hand, intra-accumbal infusion of scopolamine failed to affect behavior. Our data suggest that hyperactivity following systemic scopolamine is mediated via different brain regions that are non-dopaminergic in nature. This research was supported by MSU Undergraduate Research Fellowship and NIH grant (R15MH067606).

The effect of breed type on real-time ultrasound carcass traits, performance 
and pelvic measurement of heifers enrolled in the Eastern Kentucky Heifer Development Program 

*Sarah N. Wheeler, Drs. Troy J. Wistuba, Judith G. Willard, and Philip E. Prater, Mentors, Department of Agricultural and Human Sciences, College of Science 
and Technology

Young heifers were weighed, pelvic-measured, and ultrasonically scanned to study breed differences for performance, pelvic area, 12th rib fat depth, logissimus muscle area, intramuscular fat, and rump fat.  Differences were detected in total gain and ADG in that the gelbvieh cross heifers had increased total gain and ADG when compared to the other breed types (P<0.05).  In addition, Angus and Angus-cross heifers had the greatest (P<0.05) 12th rib fat depth, intramuscular fat, and rump fat of the heifers.  These results support the knowledge that earlier developing breeds of cattle have increased intramuscular fat and subcutaneous fat depots.









