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I was born on March 18, 1988 in Louisa, Kentucky to Phillip Shannon and Malinda Moore, and was the first of three children. My parents were not married when I was born, but married later when I was seven years old. Once they married, we moved to Boyd County, where I live today. I have two younger brothers, Corey who was born in 1995 and Casey in 2000. I have had a very stable family life.
Growing up, I never went without, but wasn't exactly spoiled. With two younger brothers, I understood that I couldn't get everything I wanted. My parents lived in poverty growing up, and wanted to make sure that we had better opportunities. My father has always worked hard at Special Metals, where he has now worked for thirty years. As for my mother, she was a stay at home mom until recently.
I was a happy child and teenager. In school, I loved to make everyone around me laugh. My friends were very important to me, and were a big part of my life. I had two best friends, Emily and Mandi, who are still my best friends today. I was active in many clubs and also played on the high school tennis team.
On my sixteenth birthday my gift was a car. However, my car came with obligations. I had to get a job if I wanted to drive it. My parents charged me a monthly "car payment" of $100, and I also had to pay the insurance and put gasoline in the tank. My first job was at McDonald's.
It wasn't exactly my dream job, but it came with a paycheck. I had only worked there one year when I was offered a management position. I was hesitant because I was only seventeen and a senior in high school. But the position came with a $1.50 per hour raise, so I took it. I was the youngest ever to be on a management team in our area, but I did an excellent job. I was constantly told that I was wise beyond my years and very responsible. It was extremely difficult, because once I turned eighteen; I worked forty or more hours a week. My grades dropped slightly, which I hated. At times, I would become so stressed and overwhelmed that I would cry myself to sleep at night. But, I am now thankful for that job at McDonald's, because it instilled in me work ethics that I will always carry with me.
I didn't date around a lot in high school, but instead had a few steady boyfriends. During the middle of my senior year, I met Jhordan, who was totally different from any other guy I had ever known. He was only a sophomore, and so the age difference seemed a little strange to us both. We were friends for a few months before we finally admitted to ourselves and others that we were crazy about each other. Jhordan has changed my life for the better. We understand each other; have the same goals in life, the same morals and beliefs. It just doesn't get any better than that.
In 2006 I graduated from Boyd County High School with honors. I received some scholarships and decided to attend Morehead State University with some of my best friends from high school. Jhordan was still in high school and so our close relationship became a more distant one. However, we managed to see each other as much as possible and made it work and we are still together today. In the fall of 2006 I attended Morehead, and took pre-requisite courses for their nursing program. It was strange to me
to not work, and I actually missed having a job. I loved the campus and my classes, but hated living away from home. So, my first semester was also my last at Morehead.
I transferred to Ashland Community and Technical College, and also switched my major. I decided that I wanted to be a teacher. I got a part-time job working retail in a nearby mall, and was much happier going to school, work, and living at home. Before long, I was having doubts about becoming a teacher as well. I had researched other career options and thought that perhaps, I would like accounting. It made sense to me because I love numbers and math. So, in the fall of 20071 took business courses. I quickly learned that it was not for me. It all seemed so boring, which didn't fit my personality. My mother joked and said that I would become a "professional student" before long if I didn't make up my mind.
Mid August 2007,1 heard from my best friend's mother, who works at Catlettsburg Elementary School, about AmeriCorps. She briefly explained what they do, and that her school was wanting an AmeriCorps volunteer. Besides the educational award and other benefits to the program, I wanted the opportunity to work in a school. I would be helping others, as well as helping myself decide if being a teacher would be the job for me. I quickly took advantage of the opportunity, and met with some of the ladies at the school. They gave me the application, and later an interview. I was thrilled when I found out that I had been chosen to be an AmeriCorps volunteer.
Since becoming a member of MSUCorps, I have learned a lot about myself and what I want out of my life. I am really good with children, and I love working with them. I want to continue to help children and others in my community. I want to be an elementary school teacher. If not for AmeriCorps, I would still be wasting my time and money, trying to decide what I want to do with my life. The experiences and challenges I face everyday through this program will greatly help me with my career. I am extremely grateful for the MSUCorps program.
