Center for Teaching and Learning

Scholarship of Teaching & Learning (SOTL) Grant Program
The purpose of the Scholarship of Teaching & Learning Grant Program is to improve student learning at Morehead State University by enabling faculty and instructional staff to
· define and address specific instructional problems and challenges,
· study and reflect upon teaching and learning, 
· explore strategies for increasing the quality and effectiveness of instruction.
Grants may fund activities such as:

· conducting scholarship of teaching & learning studies, including action research designed to inform and improve teaching,

· acquiring instructional tools, materials, manipulatives, or software to experiment with,
· participating in off-site training opportunities to help faculty members teach well or  improve their ability to help other faculty members teach well, 
· attending teaching & learning presentations or workshops to acquire teaching expertise,
· participating in statewide, regional, or national teaching & learning conferences.
Guidelines:

1. Faculty can receive funding for one or more grants in a single academic year, up to a combined maximum of $1000. Funding above this amount can be requested in the case of scholarship of teaching and learning studies and action research projects.

2. Grants are not intended to support basic research in academic disciplines except insofar as the primary objective of such research is to enhance understanding of or practice in college-level teaching and learning, with applications to Morehead State courses and programs.

3. The purpose of funding conference participation is not to enable the recipient to present information to others at the conference. It is to bring back knowledge and skills to improve student learning at Morehead State University. Toward that end, each recipient agrees to (a) discuss his/her project, its status and progress, with Morehead State colleagues in a workshop, a CTL showcase, or some other event open to faculty and instructional staff, (b) submit a concluding summary to the Center for Teaching and Learning at the end of the academic year, which may be posted to the CTL web site and published in another form, and (c) serve on the SOTL grant review committee in a subsequent year, if asked.
4. Funding for conducting scholarship of teaching and learning studies is intended to cover costs such as supplies, software, small equipment, travel, assistance with teaching, etc. It is not intended to constitute payment to the researcher for carrying out the project.

5. Applications should be submitted for review by March 31 for the Spring review cycle. 
6. The application for funding must address the following items:

a. Description of the learning improvement project for which funding is requested.

b. Explanation of how the project is intended to enhance student learning at Morehead State through its impact on a particular course or courses, a student constituency, a particular curriculum or program, etc. The strongest proposals will be tied to a specific barrier to student learning, an instructional challenge, or an opportunity to enhance student learning.
c. Budget summary indicating the nature and amount of expenses involved. 

d. Form of intended project outcome and approximate date, along with a description of how the applicant will share the project, its progress and/or results, with Morehead State colleagues, for instance through an on-campus presentation, participation in the CTL Showcase, an article for the CTL web page, a training program, etc. A one-page concluding summary due May 20 in the academic year of application will be required all grant recipients. These summaries may be posted on the CTL web site and published in another form. 

7. Faculty who wish to participate in a state, regional, or national teaching and learning conference out of a general desire to enhance their teaching can submit an abbreviated proposal specifying only their intended project outcome according to item 6d above.

8. Upon receiving applications in the fall and the spring, a 5-member committee will review applications and select the ones to fund in each grant cycle. The review committee will be composed of former recipients of grant funds from this program or its predecessor, with the CTL Director or another CTL staff member serving as ex officio chair. One committee member will be drawn from each of the four colleges: Humanities, Science & Technology, Business, and Education. The term of service is one-year and committee members may serve up to two consecutive terms. Quorum for the group will be 4 members. The chair will vote only in case of a tie and will count toward quorum.  

9. Applications must be approved by the applicant’s supervisor. If the proposal involves travel then the application should be accompanied by a travel request signed by the applicant and his/her supervisor. The signed application and travel request should be sent through campus mail to: 

The Center for Teaching and Learning

003E Breckinridge Hall

10. The guidelines for this program may be amended annually with approval from the CTL Advisory Board.

2007/2008 Scholarship of Teaching & Learning Grant Application
Morehead State University Center for Teaching and Learning

Spring Review Cycle Deadline: March 31, 2008

Name
 ______________________________________________________
Date  _____________________________

Department/Unit  __________________________________________________________________________________________

a. Description of the scholarship of teaching & learning project for which funding is requested.

b. Explanation of how the project is intended to enhance student learning at Morehead State through its impact on a particular course or courses, a student constituency, a particular curriculum or program, etc. The strongest proposals will be tied to a specific barrier to student learning, an instructional challenge, or an opportunity to enhance student learning.
c. Budget summary indicating the nature and amount of expenses involved. Include a travel request, if applicable. Tell whether you have already received some funding through this program during the current academic year and whether and to what degree other offices on campus will help fund your project.

d. Form of intended project outcome and proposed date, including description of how you plan to share the progress of your project with Morehead State colleagues (e.g. presentation at department, college, or university level, participation in CTL showcase, article for CTL web page, training program, etc.). A one-page concluding summary to be posted on the CTL web site is required of all projects by the end of the current academic year.

Proposed approximate date to implement project outcome _____________________

Applicant’s  Signature ________________________________________________________     Date __________________

Signature of Applicant’s  Supervisor ___________________________________________     Date __________________

Primary Criteria for Evaluating SOTL Grant Proposals

1. Student Learning Focus. To what degree is the goal of the project to strengthen student learning in MSU courses or programs? The strongest proposals are tied to a specific barrier to student learning, an instructional challenge, or an opportunity to enhance student learning. Traditional department-based funding for professional development is intended to help faculty members advance their discipline or to advance in their discipline; goals which are typically accomplished through publishing and presenting at conferences. By contrast, the goal of the SOTL grant program is to strengthen the learning of MSU students by increasing the amount they learn, by making their learning deeper and less superficial, by helping more students learn, or by enriching instruction in some other way. 
2. Connection Between Proposal and Intended Result. How likely is it that the proposed course of action will accomplish what it is intended to accomplish? For instance, if students are having difficulty understanding certain concepts in a course, and the instructor is requesting funding to attend a conference in order to “pick up” strategies for helping students understand those concepts, it will be important to provide strong evidence that the proposed conference experience will very likely impart the desired strategies. 
3. Directness of Impact. How directly will this project strengthen student learning, for instance, by solving a specific problem in a particular course or program, by removing some impediment to learning, or by addressing some other specific student need? (As opposed to indirectly helping students, for instance by making the faculty member generally more knowledgeable about teaching techniques.)

4. Value of Impact. How important will the effect of this project be on student learning at MSU? Will it improve learning for a large group or a key constituency of students or a group whom we haven’t been able to reach in the past, or by strengthening learning in a way that will have a ripple effect on learning in other courses? The strongest projects will strengthen teaching and learning in courses and programs over the long run rather than for a limited time span such as a single semester.
Overall, the SOTL grant program is intended to help faculty members improve student learning by enriching instruction. It is not intended to equip faculty with the basic credentials or equipment needed to teach the courses he/she is assigned.
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