General Education Steering Committee

Meeting of 7 February 2008
Provost’s Conference Room, 8:00 a.m.

Members Present:  Debbie Abell, Al Baldwin, Yvonne Baldwin, Geoff Gearner, Joy Gritton, Karla Hughes, Eric Jerde, Kathy Mincey, Jill Ratliff, and Dayna Seelig.

Discussion Points:

· Assessment – the Advisory Council needs to be involved in developing an assessment program, and this should include looking at model programs that have been developed at other institutions.
· Al Baldwin discussed progress on the Focus Groups, and asked Steering Committee members to participate if their schedules allow.
· Joy Gritton requested clarification on the role of the Steering Committee and the Advisory Council.

· Although the Advisory Council is making progress on developing learner outcomes and looking at what other schools are doing, etc., there is an ongoing debate on a couple of points: why is reform necessary, why can’t an assessment program simply be added to the current general education program, and why do we need a centralized structure.  This debate seems to be stalling the process.

· The Steering Committee will address the issues of concern with the Advisory Council, and agreed to meet with them at the next Advisory Council meeting.

