GENERAL EDUCATION FOCUS GROUP – FACULTY SESSION, 2/8/08
What is the purpose of general education as part of the undergraduate experience?
· To prepare someone to be an educated citizen, capable of participating in a democratic society
· To prepare person to be equipped to be a life-time learner

· Educated person
· Need to differentiate higher education personnel from other education personnel (high schools)
· Being capable to taking leadership roles in society
· Ensuring students be broadly rather than narrowly educated.

· Guiding students to take courses that they may not otherwise take or think of taking

· Undergraduate experience vs. General Education.  Suggest commonality

· Balance general vs. particular.  How to include practical skill level/involvement so that students are actively doing something rather than just discussing

· To engage student in what it means to be human and how we relate to the world around us.  Rationale thinking, compassion – measurable outcome

· To create opportunity for self exploration and self-discovery in purely practical ways

· Prepare individual to be employable and to be successful in college

· Opportunities for self

· Work ethic

· Sense of responsibility

· More exposure to all subjects to have broad base in order to make more informed decisions in career choices

· Learn to differentiate in career/technical learning

· Self directed problem-solving vs. force fed

· General Education is NOT about generating credit hours for other departments

· Courses designed for checkpoints, in order to determine success.

· Use as gates/filters/checkpoints for other classes

· Planting a seed – foundation that needs to be practiced as student progresses.
Most Important Skills or Knowledge from General Education

· Noted that “dispositions” is missing from original Learner Outcomes document

· Purpose of General Education is based on outcomes (measurable) or experience (non-measurable)

· Idea of understanding how all disciplines are inter-related.

· Example of another school – multiple clusters

· One problem for students taking 5-6 years 

· Buffet style course selection vs. specific course selection

· General Education courses vs. major courses

· Concern of trade off of core knowledge vs. buffet of general ed courses

· Math majors (used as example)

· Dr. DeMoss Statement – Rapidly growing changes – if Gen Ed does not support program….there is problem.
· Bear in mind lot of students are in vocational tracts

· Certain kind of Gen Ed courses need to focus on vocation skills identified by employers

How should it be determined if students have gained what has been eidentified as the learning outcomes of general education?

· Are we assessing if student gained outcome?  Or are we assessing the Program?

General education focus group – staff session, 2/8/08
What is the purpose of general education as part of the undergraduate experience?

· What are key skills to be developed?

· Operating on assumption that high schools are educating at level ____

· Discussion n remedial vs. General Education.  Do we focus on those students who are ready – or those students who have developmental needs?

· Employer-set standards needed – e.g., written communications.  Need to understand expectations of employers

· Should we have more than one General Education Program?
· Develop college level skills

· Discussion on ACT vs. Testing for Placement.  

· Discussion of remedial courses (e.g., English 100) that would take more hours in the classroom – extra hours to earn regular credit rather than taking remedial courses to get up to English 100 level.  

· To provide a way for student for focus on core knowledge

· To weed out students who have selected the wrong major

· To provide students with a reality check on career expectations

· To help students begin to understand societal expectations toward required levels of performance

· To help students appreciate the fine arts

· To ensure that students have foreign language skills
Most Important Skills or Knowledge from General Education

· Needs to be based on competency – not on 3 hour courses

· Need to know if they are gaining what we think they are gaining.  Discussion on pre-tests and post-tests.  To determine levels before going on.

· Example – Math.  Need to take remedial math (discussion between B. Maxwell and T. White about CAD vs. Real Math Knowledge).  ACT Scores valid to indicate what level of entry courses to start.

· Testing in High Schools.  Example of some schools – student is unable to attend unless they can enroll in 100 level courses.  No remedial courses offered.  

· How to determine if students have gained the learning outcomes?

· To develop college levels skills in thinking, analysis, creating, innovation, interpersonal communication, computers, math, public speaking, ethics, etc.

· To help student appreciate diversity – of culture, ethnicity, socio-economic status, gender and regional differences.

How should it be determined if students have gained what has been eidentified as the learning outcomes of general education?

· Assessment should be both quantitative and qualitative.

· Students should have to pass an exit interview of faculty, alumni and employers to move on.  There could be a GRE type test for an Associates passing to a BA/BS administered and scored online.
GENERAL EDUCATION FOCUS GROUP – FACULTY, 2/11/08
What is the purpose of general education as part of the undergraduate experience?

· Gives students a common skill set for pursuing rest of their college course work/major.  

· Provides basis to synthesize various sites of knowledge

· Traditional liberal arts – broadens someone’s perspective knowledge beyond a general education core or major.  

· Helps student be more informed citizen

· General education is not vocational – it may impact your job.  

· General education does not prepare you for a specific job.  

· Would hope that graduates of MSU would have general education of that of other students from various universities.   National value of education.

· Traditional education – process that people have been involved in for a long time.  

· Not static.

· Not remedial.  One faculty member felt that discussion has already been made that remedial courses are going to be part of Gen Ed classes.  

· We will admit student who needs developmental courses, but will also be registered in classes like PSY 154 – which we know at that time that they will probably not be successful.  

· We are ill-equipped to take students who are in need of developmental courses.  

· Learn to question authority/IES.  You should be able to see what things mean to you and put it into context.  

What are the most important skills or knowledge that students should gain from the general education program?

· Synthesize/analyze information and make a decision.  

· Information in their decision making 

· Employers should have a voice

· Students – it would be good to ask questions about what they think – not necessarily do or change what they say, but to at least ask their opinion.  

· Most important thing that students may learn is the “stick-to-it” process.  That there is long-term value of learning from particular classes/subjects.  

· Feels that this question is worded means that it is more performance based.  It makes you want to say about what do we want them to get out of it.  Keywords - Skills/attitudes/dispositions

· If you are not satisfied with skills and knowledge – what are you thinking about?  

· To instill desire of life-time learning.  

How should it be determined if students have gained what has been identified as the learning outcomes of general education?

· Some fields already have this, example:  Education has Praxis.  

· End of program exams

· Some areas within the university use assessments very well.  Others not so well.

GENERAL EDUCATION FOCUS GROUP – STUDENTS, 2/11/08
What is the purpose of general education as part of the undergraduate experience?

· Makes for a well rounded student – not specialized

· Ensures basic skills

· Variety in Classes

· Informs about other disciplines

· Enables you to be able to discuss/have knowledge in a variety of topics/subjects

What are the most important skills or knowledge that students should gain from the general education program?

· Becoming more of a multi-cultural society, including a second language, etc.  

· Second language

· Speech class help student being able to talk in front of individuals they did not know.  Made student feel more confident about speaking and being in front of others.

· English 101 – did not feel like it significantly added to ability to write, but was a reminder of how to do things.  

· Discussion of MLA vs. Chicago, etc. styles of writing.  Faculty who attended stated -  felt it was initiating students into practice of academy of writings.  Learning of writing practices and traditions.  If student is in discipline that is required to do a number of papers, etc., they must be properly cited/referenced.  

· One student plans to enter technical field, one in accounting.  

· All students felt that whatever field they go into, oral and written communication will be important.

· How do you gain skill of problem solving from General Education:  

· Math class – promotes general problem solving skills

· PSY 154 – problem solving comes from different approaches.  

· Speech classes also promotes problem solving
· Score of 17 or below in subtest scores, developmental courses must be taken.  Is ACT a good measure of what your ability levels were?  

· Normally a good test measure for general population; 

· But those who are more advanced…..you are being tested on basic skills what may have been learned in past years.  Other students are being tested on subjects that they have not yet learned.
· There are others who are bad test takers.  Feels like ACT is not always relevant.

How should it be determined if students have gained what has been identified as the learning outcomes of general education?

· GRE was there to test what one student could do after classes……

· Did poorly in comparison on verbal.  Felt university could do better service to students to work on vocabulary.  No class taken as UG prepared for vocabulary.  Would suggest classes assist in preparing students more for Graduate classes in regard to vocabulary, etc.   

What if at the end of your sophomore year, you had to take a test to measure ability of reading, writing, problem solving, technology skills.  What do you think?

· There are seniors here at MSU that are still taking Gen Ed classes.
· Problem you run into making students take to take gen ed classes all in the beginning, it gives you problems of not having had the pre-req. classes required before other classes.  

CIS 101, Speech, Writing, etc.  Classes that you have to take in your first year.  Asked to express opinion as to why you have to take them in your Freshman Year

· If you spread out your gen ed classes (2/year or semester example).  If you are truly going to graduate in 4 years, you have to take at least 15 hours per semester….if you are taking them out every semester, limits students’ ability to be able to take other classes.  

· If you mandate each class, you lose the free range of choice.  It’s just like high school.  Some students don’t necessarily feel like they would HAVE to take a CIS 101 class, and not all courses apparently can be tested out of.  

· Student stated that they wouldn’t mind as much taking the amount of hours….if they just didn’t necessarily have to take CIS class, for example.

Al asked if everyone knew their advisors.  Most did.  Some have not met with their advisors because of variety reasons.  Some were switching majors and have not yet met an assigned advisor.  

· Switched majors 3 times before ending up in last major choice.

· Took AP Math class in high school.  Could have graduated from college w/o taking any math classes in college.  Took math anyway because he felt it was important.  

· Freshman year – it is difficult to take an English 100 class because classes are so full.  You don’t usually get to take English until Spring.  This relates to having difficulty in getting Writing classes because they are all full in the sophomore year.   

· Faculty stated that by the time student reaches Writing, they would assume that student is ready (through English).   Wonders if requiring CORE English 100 required in Freshman year with enough classes that will cover EVERY ONE, that the basics are covered.  Something needs to be done to open up enough English classes to cover all of the Freshman so that they do not fall behind in later classes.  

· One student stated that he didn’t think English should be required…..that it should be free range choice on classes, but he understands need for students to have to take English.

· Student stated trouble with balancing difficult classes and being loaded up.  

· As Freshman, one student stated that she has never been exposed to AMA (APA???) writing – even all writing styles are presented somehow so that if you do switch major, you have been at least exposed.  

GENERAL EDUCATION FOCUS GROUP – FACULTY, 2/12/08
What is the purpose of general education as part of the undergraduate experience?
· To gain a broad knowledge base

· To choose majors

· To explore the wider world

· To understand the world around & how it affects the individual

· To develop intellectual & practical skills
· To develop transferable skills

· To become equipped for integrative, lifelong learning
· Civic responsibility

What are the most important skills or knowledge that students should gain from the general education program?
· To be a better major

· C or better in Gen Ed courses

· Not a C or better in Gen Ed courses

· Upper-class students who have ability to read

How should it be determined if students have gained what has been identified as the learning outcomes of general education?
· Course grades (GPA)

· General Education Test

· “Incremental” grading—in the core gen ed classes have to master one project before moving to the next one (we weren’t sure what this was called)

GENERAL EDUCATION FOCUS GROUP – STUDENTS, 2/13/08

What is the purpose of general education as part of the undergraduate experience?
· Create holistic learning in depth for the whole learner instead of preparation for a trade

· Ability/opportunity to explore different disciplines and majors

· Globalization

· Demonstration of links between and among disciplines

What are the most important skills or knowledge that students should gain from the general education program?
· Multidisciplinary approach

· Compensating for neglected skills from high school (specifically math skills)

· Foreign language skills


· International studies, study abroad options extended

· Consistently high standards in course expectations

How should it be determined if students have gained what has been identified as the learning outcomes of general education?
· Competency-based assessment (for instance, in technology) instead of course requirement

· Admission placement exams (English, humanities, cultural studies, etc.) not to “test out,” but to be placed at an appropriate level 

· Hold faculty members to uniform expected 
levels of teaching. If exit exam is instituted, make sure each class prepares the students

· Uniform curriculum and uniform assessment 

· Uniform teaching expectations 

· Students and faculty should be held 
accountable 

· Standardized tests are not the best method

· Current capstone classes do not assess general education or major. Just another discipline 
class. Capstones are currently either a waste of time or not really a capstone.

· Suggestion: pre-assessment and post-
assessment for each gen ed class created by 
the whole faculty who teach the classes.
