Morehead State University

FYS 101
First Year Seminar

Chocolate and Other Survival Tools

Fall 2010

Instructors: Bev McCormick & Janet Ratliff




Office:
Combs 203B and Combs 306B
            
Phone:
3-5156 and 3-2390

Email:   b.mccormick@moreheadstate.edu  and  j.ratliff@moreheadstate.edu  

 Office Hours:  TBA
Common Reading:
unSpun: finding facts in a world of disinformation, Jackson, Brooks and  Jamieson, Kathleen, Random House Trade Paperbacks, 2007. 

Common Theme:  Fact or Fiction

Other Readings:    Readings on entrepreneurship, leadership, business success, personal success and civic engagement will be used. 
FYS Course Description: The intent of the course is to establish the expectations of life in an academic setting and as a local, national and global citizen.  The foundations of communication and intellectual skills will be introduced in this course.  These skills will be built through the interdisciplinary exploration of a common regional, national or global theme.  The course will include a common reading assignment designed to provide a common introduction to academic life at Morehead State University.  

Seminar Description:  Chocolate! Undeniably delicious! It is also big business! This first year seminar will actively engage students in entrepreneurship by allowing them to explore the companies that make delightful sweets.  There is more to a chocolate company than sweetness: survival of the fittest in a global, diverse and dynamic market takes a lot of survival tools.  What are the facts and myths related to success as an entrepreneur?  Students will find out by applying their critical thinking skills to the analysis of real companies striving to succeed in an ever changing world.   As a result, students will learn how to apply these company survival tools to their own lives to create their own success.  

Students will create a chocolate product, make a business plan for the product they design, and market this product.  At the same time, students will be learning the importance of communication and personal dependability, respect of others with differing perspectives and cultures, giving back to the community, and understanding the basics of business and personal survival.

Life lessons covered will include: creative and critical thinking; consumerism; personal finance; leadership and team-building; etiquette and business protocol; time management, as well as participating in a service learning project in the schools involving chocolate economics and service learning projects with community nonprofit organizations . All of which will help prepare students for success in college. Are you up for the challenge? Success awaits you!
General Education Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

1. 1a.  Listen and speak effectively in conversational, small group and public and 
       intercultural contexts.

2. 1b.  Read college-level critical, creative, and technical texts for comprehension.

3. 1c.  Write effectively for a variety of target audiences using conventions associated with
       standard English.

4. 1d.  Perceive and articulate ethical consequences of decisions and actions.

5. 2e.  Apply knowledge and skills to new settings and complex problems.

6. 2f.  Explore the connections among practical, esoteric, critical and creative thinking.

7. 4b.  Investigate the worldview and/or history of cultures outside the United States.

8. 4c.  Analyze cultural, social, economic, geographic, and historical dynamics that
       influence individuals and groups.
Seminar Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

1. Compare and contrast the fact and fiction related to the success of a new business.

2. Identify the steps in creating a business plan for a new business.

3. Prepare a basic business plan.

4. Apply personal finance concepts to a personal financial plan.
5. Utilize successful time management skills in college life.

6. Gather research about the needs of the local community.

7. Participate effectively in 15 hours of service learning with a local nonprofit 

            organization.
8. Write reflections before, during, and after the service learning project.
9. Gain leadership knowledge and skills.
10. Utilize creative and critical thinking skills.
Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE):  All students will be active members in SIFE.
Assessment:  Achievement of the above learning outcomes will be demonstrated through writings, presentations, small and large group discussions, quizzes and other assignments appropriate to the course.
Course Assessment Matrix**

	SLO
	Writing
	Presentation
	Pre-test

Post-test

	1a. Listen and speak effectively in conversational, small group, public and intercultural contexts
	
	X
	

	1b. Read college-level critical, creative, and technical texts for comprehension
	
	
	X

	1c. Write effectively for a variety of target audiences using conventions associated with standard English
	X
	
	

	2d. Perceive and articulate ethical consequences of decisions and actions
	X
	X
	

	2e. Apply knowledge and skills to new settings and complex problems
	X
	
	X

	2f. Explore the connections among practical, esoteric, critical and creative thinking
	
	
	X

	4b. Investigate the worldview and/or history of cultures outside the United States
	
	X
	

	4c. Analyze cultural, social, economic, geographic, and historical dynamics that influence individuals and groups
	
	X
	


Attendance:  Attendance is essential to obtain the knowledge and skills necessary for success.  Attendance will count 10% of the grade.  
Grading:  
Attendance                                                               10%

*General Education Writing assignments           10%

*General Education Presentation                         10%

*Pre and Post Test                                                   10%

Quizzes and other assignments                             40%
Service Learning Project                                         20%

Total                                                                          100%

Grading scale: A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, D=60-69, E= Below 60 

* Required General Education Assessment Percentages

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA):

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), all qualified students enrolled in this course are entitled to reasonable accommodations and services to support their academic success and safety.  Though a request may be made at any time, services are best applied when they are requested at or before the beginning of the semester.  It is the student's responsibility to inform the instructor.  To receive accommodations and services, the student should immediately contact the Disability Services Coordinator in the Office of Academic and Career Services, 233 Allie Young Hall, 606-783-5188,  www.moreheadstate.edu/acs/ .

Campus Safety Statement:  Emergency response information will be discussed in class.  Students should familiarize themselves with the nearest exit routes in the event that an evacuation becomes necessary.  You should notify your instructor at the beginning of the semester if you have special needs or will require assistance during an emergency evacuation.  Students should familiarize themselves with emergency response protocols at www.moreheadstate.edu/emergency.
Academic honesty:  Cheating, fabrication, plagiarism or helping others to commit these acts will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty will result in severe disciplinary action including, but not limited to, failure of the student assessment item or course, and/or dismissal from MSU.  If you are not sure what constitutes academic dishonesty, read The Eagle: Student Handbook or ask your instructor.  The policy is located at http://www.morehead-st.edu/units/studentlife/handbook/academicdishonesty.html.  For example: copying information from the Internet is plagiarism if appropriate credit is not given.
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