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 Research
 The committee reviewed:

1.  The current MSU 101 program.
· Current curriculum and resources

· Course evaluations 

2. Freshmen seminar programs at  Northern Michigan University, Ball State University, Appalachian State University, Brigham Young University, College of Charleston, Wittenburg College, Indiana University Purdue University Fort Wayne, James Madison University, Eastern Kentucky University, Northern Kentucky University, Murray State University, and Western Kentucky University

3. First Year Program publications:

· Upcraft, M.L., Gardner, J. N., Barefoot, B. O., & Associates.  (2005).  Challenging and Supporting the First Year Student.  San Francisco:  Jossey-Bass.

· Troxel, W.G., & Cutright, M. (Eds.). (2008).  Exploring the Evidence:  Initiatives in the First Year of College.  Columbia, SC:  University of South Carolina, National Resource Center for the First Year Experience and Students in Transition.
· Tobolowsky, B.F., & Associates.  (2008).  2006 National Survey of First Year Seminars.  Columbia, SC:  University of South Carolina, National Resource Center for the First Year Experience and Students in Transition.
4. The committee reviewed results of the Faculty Staff Survey relating to first year programs.

Findings
While over half of all freshman seminar course models are “extended orientation courses” such as MSU 101, enhancing freshman seminar courses to include more academic rigor is a growing trend across the country.   Study skills, time management, university resources (both academic and service) are still considered important components of freshman seminar courses.  However, courses are adding academic components such as:  1) research and writing skills of particular discipline; 2) information literacy skills (aka library skills); 3) critical and creative reading and thinking skills; 4) civic engagement through community involvement.  
Current research shows that over 2/3 of traditional first year students come to the university with significant experience in community service and civic engagement.

There is an increasing trend toward developing a connection between the seminar course and the school’s quality enhancement program.  Another significant trend is for the course to be organized around a theme or topic associated with an academic discipline.  It is important to note that in this regard, there is not a topic or theme common to all sections of the course; rather the theme or topic is instructor dependent.    
According to the 2006 National Survey of First Year Seminars, 50.4% first year seminar courses were a part of general education.  In 2000, only 34.8% of first year seminar courses were a part of general education.  
We also found that common book readings and learning communities were a part of first year programs and were used in the freshman seminar courses in various formats.
Proposal

1. MSU 101 becomes a 2 or 3 credit hour course that will carry credit toward general education requirements.

2. MSU 101 would remain a required course for all first time first year students and transfer students with fewer than 24 credit hours and would be letter graded.

3. The course would be enhanced to include more academic rigor which would include information literacy skills, critical and creative reading and thinking skills, research and writing, and community involvement.

4. The course will continue to include units on time management skills, classroom skills and learning strategies, and exploration of career opportunities, which must be assessed as student learner outcomes.
5. The course will be taught primarily by faculty.
6. Faculty will develop and propose individual sections of class connected to some theme or topical area based on their intellectual interests and training.
7. Faculty would be provided with a set of assessable learner outcomes that are consistent with general education student learner outcomes, best practices, and the needs of our unique population.

8. Proposals for individual thematic and topical sections of the seminar will be reviewed and approved by a committee on freshman seminars.

Next Steps
Upon approval of this proposal, a group of faculty and professional staff would be assembled to further study first year program models and develop a comprehensive course proposal. 
