Faculty General Education Advisory Committee Minutes February 10, 2009 

Chair Joy Gritton

The FGEAC met February 10, 2009 from 4:00-6:10 in Fields Hall Seminar Room 2.

Annie Adams, Jennifer Birriel, Antonino Carnevali, Cyndi Gibbs, Joy Gritton, Michael Harford, Jason Holcomb, Jeanie Lee, John Modaff, Marilyn Moore, Sean Reilley, Tim Simpson, and Carol Wymer were present from the FGEAC.  Yvonne Baldwin and Charles Patrick were present from the GESC. 
Terry Irons, non-elected member of FGEAC subcommittee was present.  
Annie Adams moved to approve the minutes of the February 3, 2009 meeting as distributed.  Sean Reilley seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Joy Gritton reported on the discussion of the Student Learner Outcomes in the Faculty Senate meeting on February 5, 2009.  The Senate made revisions to the Student Learner Outcomes.  The revised Student Learner Outcomes were approved by the Senate.

Subcommittee Reports:
Assessment:

Antonino Carnevali presented the Assessment Subcommittee Recommendations Report to the members and asked for FGEAC review/suggestions/approval.  The committee reviewed and discussed at length the recommendations in the report.  
Discussion included:

1. Program and course-level assessment

2. Central Gen Ed assessment unit

3. Looping process for course and program improvement
4. Measure Student Learner Outcomes every semester but only assess them on a rotational basis

5. Use embedded assessment

6. Use of e-portfolios

7. How the capstone courses will be assessed with regard to Gen Ed Student Learner Outcomes
8. Gen Ed curriculum and Discipline curriculum should connect
9. Tim Simpson suggested that the Courses Subcommittee review the capstone courses
10. A way to chart student progress with some type of early and late measurement
11. How assessment will work with re-certification
12. Dr. Baldwin will provide the committee with examples of how other schools are doing assessment.

After discussion, Michael Harford moved that the following three recommendations be forwarded to the Faculty Senate for review.  
1. The FGEAC recommends a combination of program and course-level assessment.

2. Responsibility for assessment of general education is shared by faculty and a general education assessment unit, which is responsible for collecting, analyzing and reporting the results back to faculty in a timely manner.
3. All general education assessments will be specifically linked to a cycle of continuous improvement of the general education program.
Annie Adams seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
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It was a consensus of the committee to use the following paragraph as a preface to the three recommendations.

· A most significant change brought about by general education reform is that there will, in fact, be assessment of the general education program.  Effective assessment must be an essential part of the general education reform for a successful general education program.  Therefore, the following recommendations are proposed:
Members of the assessment subcommittee will attend the Senate meeting to provide further information on the assessment report.
First Year Programs:
Terry Irons, Subcommittee Chair First Year Programs, presented a proposal on First Year Programs (MSU 101).  The subcommittee reviewed the results of the Faculty Staff Survey relating to first year programs and the results were consistent with the subcommittee recommendations.  MSU 101 will be moving toward changing to a “First Year Seminar”.

Discussion Points:

1. If MSU 101 changes to a 2 or 3 hour course it will take 2 or 3 hours away from an already lowered Gen Ed required number of hours

2. Must keep in mind the need to acclimate students to campus life 
3. Some functions contained in MSU 101 will be delivered in new student days, and student orientation and advising

4. How will students taking remedial courses fit into the First Year Seminar?
5. How will First Year Seminar match with other freshman courses?
6. Possible trial run of First Year Seminar in fall 2009

7. Giving this proposal to the Courses Subcommittee to be included with the other courses
The members suggested changing the following in the proposal:

· Proposal 3. to read:  The course would include information literacy skills, critical and creative reading and thinking skills, research and writing, and community involvement.

· Proposal 4. Changing “student learner outcomes” to differentiate from Gen Ed student learner outcomes.

· Proposal 6. Add a sentence “Students with two or more developmental needs would be placed in a section of this course their second semester as opposed to their first.”
Courses:

The Courses Subcommittee submitted a “Summary of Courses Survey Results for FGEAC” to the members.  Joy Gritton asked the members to review the summary and forward any questions to Tim Simpson via email.
Gen Ed Faculty Focus Groups:

Yvonne Baldwin met with four groups of faculty.   The major items from the discussions were class size and faculty workload.
Meeting Adjourned at 6:10 p.m.

