Kentucky Chautauqua® presents: George Rogers Clark, Revolutionary War Hero

George Rogers Clark (1752-1818), a tall and talented Virginian, came west as a surveyor, but it was as a military leader during the Revolutionary War that he made his mark. In 1778 Clark launched a daring campaign against British posts in the Illinois Country north of the Ohio River. He surprised the enemy and secured the western frontier for our young nation. (He also founded the city of Louisville in 1778).


Clark’s western campaign is still regarded as one of the most brilliant in American military history. Dedicating the Clark Memorial in Vincennes, Indiana in 1936, President Franklin Roosevelt called the campaign “a flash of genius.” The treaty ended the Revolutionary War in 1783 ceded the Northwest Territory to the United States, whose borders now reached the shores of the Mississippi River.


Clark, The Conqueror of the Northwest, should have been triumphant, but already his fortunes had begun to decline. He was deeply in debt because he had pledged his own credit to fund his famous campaign, and Virginia refused to pay most of his claims. Plagued by alcoholism and poor health, he lived out his life convinced he had never received the credit a man of his accomplishments deserved.


George Rogers Clark is portrayed by Mel Hankla, who has been active in the “living history” of the frontier era since the early 1980s. Hankla is a flintlock gunsmith and makes several traditional long rifles every year. A lifelong resident of Jamestown, Kentucky, he holds a master’s degree from Western Kentucky University. Hankla also portrays frontiersman Simon Kenton for Kentucky Chautauqua.

 Kentucky Chautauqua is an exclusive presentation of the Kentucky Humanities Council, Inc. with statewide support from the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels and funding from the Lexington Fayette Urban County Government, Peoples Bank & Trust Company of Hazard, Kentucky Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, Brown-Forman Corporation, Union College in Barbourville, and Toyota Motor Manufacturing North America, Inc.

This presentation is the MSU at Mt. Sterling regional campus program for Constitution Day. This performance will be at 2:15 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 17 in the Clay Community Center theatre located at 724 Woodford Dr. Contact Dr. Janet Kenney at 783-2078 for more information.
