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From the Chair's Desk é 
 

S pring has arrived. Flowers are blooming. 
Seniors are restless and, once again, the 
Department of Sociology, Social Work, 

and Criminology at Morehead State University 
is preparing for the end of another academic 
year.  
 

SSWCôs faculty and staff have been busy this 
past year, as we continue the tradition of serving students with a 
variety of courses delivered by excellent instructors. Our faculty 
continues to be productive and visible within the region, state, 
and nation. Please, check out the ñFaculty Focusò section in this 
issue of SSWC Intersections. Additionally, we have faculty par-
ticipating in major University initiatives (e.g., Community En-
gagement, General Education Redesign, the Universityôs Reac-
creditation Process, Interdisciplinary Studies, Study Abroad).  
              

                        (Continued on Page 31) 

 

SSWC Department Chair,  

Dr. Clarenda Phillips  
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      SSWC Departmental  
          _____Focus  

F 
all 2010 begins the first year of First Year Seminars at MSU, a new, exciting learning op-
portunity from the universityõs General Education Reform.  Designed for first-year stu-
dents, First Year Seminars (FYS) are 3-credit courses that link smaller class sizes with 
engaging subject matter and MSU professors. FYS are offered by colleges and disci-

plines across campus.  Those associated with the Sociology and Criminology programs include 
the following:  

 

The Sociology of  

Speculative  

 Science Fiction  
 

Dr. Bernadette Barton  

Facilitator  

 

How do we create change in society?   

What would the world look like if 

egalitarian, life - affirming goals 

shaped social and political rela-

tions?    

In the FYS, ΓSociology of Specula-

tive Science FictionΔ, students 

will engage in  science fiction nov-

els and programming to explore is-

sues of social inequality in soci-

ety.   We also will examine these 

works as blueprints against which we 

measure the strengths and weaknesses 

in our present culture.   
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F 
all 2010 begins the first year of First Year Seminars at MSU, a new, exciting learning oppor-
tunity from the universityõs General Education Reform.  Designed for first-year students, 
First Year Seminars (FYS) are 3-credit courses that link smaller class sizes with engaging 
subject matter and MSU professors. FYS are offered by colleges and disciplines across 

campus.  Those associated with the Sociology and Criminology programs include the following:  

 

 

 business and Biking !  

After presenting at the Rural So-

ciological Society meeting in Madi-

son, WI, last summer,  Dr. Tallichet 

rode to the Harley -Davidson Mu-

seum in nearby Milwaukee.  

 

 

The Sociology of  

Motor Cycle Maintenance  

 

Dr. Suzanne Tallichet  

 Facilitator   

 

Americans are in love with the free-

dom of the open road. It speaks to 

our cultural values of individuality 

and diversity fortified with a hint of 

patriotism. No one personifies that 

more than a motorcycle rider, par-

ticularly one on an American -made 

Harley -Davidson.  

 

But what are some of the more pro-

found implications of this ñeasy 

riderò image? How has this form of 

technology contributed to who we 

are as a society? And how might it 

help an individual find her/his place 

in it?   

 

The FYS, ñThe Sociology of Motorcy-

cle Maintenanceò, is designed to 

challenge students as they examine 

their own multi -dimensional Identities 

(age, gender, race and class)  and 

corresponding values as it encour-

ages them to explore what it means 

to be an American.  
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F 
all 2010 begins the first year of First Year Seminars at MSU, a new, exciting learning oppor-
tunity from the universityõs General Education Reform.  Designed for first-year students, 
First Year Seminars (FYS) are 3-credit courses that link smaller class sizes with engaging 
subject matter and MSU professors. FYS are offered by colleges and disciplines across 

campus.  Those associated with the Sociology and Criminology programs include the following:  

Crime Dramas and the News Media:  
The Reality of  National and  

Global Crime 
 

Dr. Rebecca Katz 
Facilitator 

 
In the FYS, òCrime Dramas and the News Media: 
The Reality of National and Global Crimeó, stu-
dents will think critically about the level of accu-
racy of crime dramas such as CSI,  Law and Order, 
and other Hollywood crime representations as 
compared to the reality of the criminal justice sys-
tem. Students will analyze television/video pro-
gramming and print media for factual con-
tent and challenge their own thinking about 
the local, national, and international crimi-
nal justice systems of the 21st century.  
 
Race, class, gender, and the ethnicity of 
court room players, victims, and offenders 
are given much consideration in this FYI 
course experience. Global crimes are also a 
focus, particularly with regard to media rep-
resentations of genocide, terrorism, corrup-
tion, and drug and human trafficking.  
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F 
all 2010 begins the first year of First Year Seminars at MSU, a new, exciting learning opportu-
nity from the universityõs General Education Reform.  Designed for first-year students, First 
Year Seminars (FYS) are 3-credit courses that link smaller class sizes with engaging subject 
matter and MSU professors. FYS are offered by colleges and disciplines across campus.  

Those associated with the Sociology and Criminology programs include the following:  

GOT FOOD?  
The Sociology of Food and Inequality  

 

Dr. Connie Hardesty 
 Facilitator  

 

F 
ood is essential to human life, and therefore,  a central part of social life. It is a 
powerful carrier of cultural, social, and personal meaning.    
 
In the FYS, òThe Sociology of Food and Inequalityó,  students will study food as a 

cultural phenomenon. Consideration will be given to the various norms and values regard-
ing food and the  ways in which food establishes cultural and ethnic boundaries.  Topics 
also include the following: vegetarianism, foodõs role in the construction of social class and 
gender identity, relationships between food and the social construction of ideal bodies, the 
development of eating disorders and more!  Also important, students will critically examine 
hunger, weaknesses within the current global food system, as well as the future of food dis-
tribution (organic agriculture, farmersõ markets and fair trade).    



 6 

 

 

F 
all 2010 begins the first year of First Year Seminars at MSU, a new, exciting learning opportu-
nity from the universityõs General Education Reform.  First Year Seminars (FYS) are 3-credit 
courses designed for first year students, which link smaller class sizes with engaging subject 
matter and MSU professors. FYS are offered by colleges and disciplines across campus.  

Those associated with the Sociology and Criminology programs include the following:  

 
 

 

 

ñHOW to LIE with NUMBERSò 
 Dr. Heather Kindell  

 Facilitator  

According to the New York Times, 1 in 10 Kentucki-
ans have no teeth, and Kentucky state law enforce-
ment officials seized 342 methamphetamine labs in 
2006.  

A television ad by Project Marriage Washington 
stated that Scandinavian suicide rates have dou-
bled and drug use has increased nineteenth-fold 
since the 2004 legalization of gay marriage. 

Are these claims true? If so, what do these claims 
really mean? In this FYS, òHow to Lie with Num-
bersó, students learn techniques through which 
they can examine such claims without using math. 
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New Social Work  

Practicum Course  
After much discussion and planning Social 
Work/SWK 326, a 3-hour Generalist Prac-
ticum course, is now a reality at Morehead 
State University.  A 120-hour experience, 
SWK 326 is the first of two practicum 
courses for Social Work students and is 
conducted during studentsô third or Junior 
year. A second practicum is scheduled dur-
ing the fourth or Senior year.  

 

Social Work 326 offers students several 
advantages. First, the course allows Social 
Work students a chance to serve in an 
agency longer than the 25 hour volunteer 
period mandated by SWK 210/Social Work 
Orientation.  Second, SWK 326/Generalist 
Practicum allows students a means to ñfine 
tuneò office and professional etiquette. Fi-
nally, the course enables faculty and field 
supervisors to observe and identify stu-
dentsô strengths and challenges before 
graduation.  

 

Last year, Morehead State Universityôs re-
gional campus at Prestonsburg was cho-
sen to host the SWK 326 General Practi-
cum offering.  

SSWC Departmental  
____Focus  

 

 

 

  

Lola Crosthwaite  

Memorial Scholarship  
Last year, MSU and SSWC announced the 
establishment of the Lola Crosthwaite Me-
morial Scholarship. The scholarship will be 
awarded to MSU Juniors, who are majoring 
in Sociology, Social Work or Criminology 
and have maintained a minimum 3.3 GPA.  
Preference is given to students who are 
single parents.  The scholarship has a one-
time renewal, if at least a 3.3 GPA is main-
tained. Awardees will be selected by a com-
mittee appointed by the chair of SSWC.   

 

Lola Crosthwaite was a SSWC faculty 
member from 1968 to 1995.  She enrolled 
in MSU 20 years after graduating from high 
school, but transferred to the University of 
Kentucky to complete her undergraduate 
degree.  She later earned a Masters of So-
cial Work degree from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

 

Additional information about the Lola 
Crosthwaite Schol-
arship can be ob-
tained from the MSU 
Office of Enrollment 
Services at  

606. 783.2000. 
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SSWC  
________Student Focus 

 

 

T hese high -achiev ing  students  

were honored at MSUõs 

 2009 Academic Convocation.  

2009 Outstanding Student in Social Work  

Leah Clark  

 

2009 Outstanding Graduate Student in Sociology  

Rhea Evans  

  
2009 Outstanding Student in Criminology  

Jennifer Smith  

 

2009 Outstanding Undergraduate Student in Sociology              

Justin Clark    

 

2009 Outstanding Student in Sociology -IRAPP           

Ainsley Lambert  

    

2009 Reser Scholarship Award  

Arvella Wilson  
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S ociology -IRRAPôs Ainsley Lambert 
chosen as Student Speaker for the 

2009 Winter Commencement exercise at 

Morehead State University  

12/09/09 Winter Commencement Post/

www.moreheadstate .edu  

A 
insley E. Lambert is a graduate of Butler Traditional High School and the daugh-
ter of Larry and Pam Lambert. She has been on the Deanôs List for eight semes-
ters and earned a 3.923 GPA.  A Sociology major with a Institute of Regional 

Analysis and Public Policy (IRRAP) emphasis and an International Studies minor, Lam-
bert was recognized by SSWC as the departmentôs 2009 Outstanding Student in Soci-

ology -IRAPP. 

 

While an IRRAP student-scholar, Lambert presented papers be-
fore the IRAPP faculty such as ñElevating Education in Tennes-
seeò and ñUnderstanding Urban Patterns of Crime.ò  She also 
participated in the Appalachian Regional Commission research 
project, Evaluating the Success of the New Cities Institute, 
which resulted in a conference presentation in Washington, D.C.  
 

Outside of academic life, Lambert demonstrated a passion for 
serving others. She participated in MSUôs Spring Break, 
Spring Back volunteer program and traveled with other stu-
dents to Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia for a humanitarian trip.  

As the 2009 Winter Commencement student speaker, Lambert recalled: ñAs I left Ethio-
pia, I thought about the connections we had made with the people we met there. I won-
dered if they had been changed after spending time with us in the way I had been 
changed after spending time with them. What came to mind was something one of our 
drivers said one night while we were in between routes of taking food to the homeless. 
He said, óYou have taught me compassion and empathy for my countryô. It was another 
moment where I was able to see a direct impact our efforts had made in someoneôs lifeò.  

Lambert will pursue a Ph.D. degree in Sociology.                                                                                   
 

                                  From 12/09/09 Winter Commencement post/www.moreheadstate.edu  

 

Lambert presenting findings in the 
Sociology Student Research Show-

case in 2009.  
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 Adkins  Shelia   BA 2009SP 

 Akhlaghi  Amir   BA 2009FA 

 Allen  Shanae  BS 2009SP 

 Baggese  Lynn   MA 2009SP 

 Baker  Barbara   BA 2009SP 

 Bennett  Melissa   BSW 2009FA 

 Bevard  Seth  BSW 2009FA 

 Blanton  Jacob   BA 2009SP 

 Bowen  Lindsey   BSW 2009SP 

 Brammer  Kristi   BSW 2009SP 

 Brown  Jessica   BSW 2009SP 

 Bryan  Sherry   BSW 2009SP 

 Burgess  Kyle   BA 2009FA 
 Burnette  Bridgette   BSW 2009SP 

 Carter  Kevin   BA 2009FA 

 Clapper  Jessica   BSW 2009FA 

 Clark  Justin   BA 2009SP 

 Clark  Leah  BSW 2009FA 

 Cole Melissa   BSW 2009SP 

 Collins  Amanda   BSW 2009S1 

 Corey  Adam   BA 2009SP 

 Crabtree  Whitney   BSW 2009SP 

 Crank  Debra  BSW 2009FA 

 Current  Dustin   BA 2009SP 

 Damron  Angela   BSW 2009SP 

 Danner  Britta   BSW 2009FA 

 Davis  Brittany   BSW 2009FA 

 Debellefeuille  Jeanette   BSW 2009SP 

 Delawder  Jimella   BSW 2009SP 

 Derossett  Donna   BSW 2009SP 

 Estes  Robert   BSW 2009FA 

 Everman  Carlos   BA 2009FA 

 Fankell  Kendrick   BA 2009FA 

 Felty  Michelle   BSW 2009FA 

 Fetters  Cindy   BSW 2009FA 

 Frasure  Cheryl   BSW 2009S1 

 Garrett  Leigh   BSW 2009SP 

 Gay Felicia   BSW 2009SP 

 Gross  Samantha   BSW 2009SP 

 Hall  Brittney   BSW 2009SP 

 Hall  Laura   BA 2009SP 

 Haney James   BA 2009S1 

2009 Spring and Fall SSWC Graduates  
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Hatfield  Richard   BSW 2009SP 
Helton  Courtney   BSW 2009SP 
Holbrook  Kali   BSW 2009SP 
Honaker  Sharon   BA 2009SP 
Horne  Kristian   BA 2009SP 
Howard  Amanda   BSW 2009FA 
Hoy Deborah   BSW 2009SP 
Hudson  Katherine   BSW 2009SP 
Hughes  Jessica   BSW 2009SP 
Hughes  Tessia   BSW 2009S2 
Ingle  Mary  BSW 2009SP 
Johnson  Amanda   BSW 2009FA 
Judd  Teresa  BSW 2009FA 
Jude  Daniel   BA 2009FA 
Kincaid  Glenna   BSW 2009FA 
Lambert  Ainsley   BA 2009FA 
Lane Sara  BSW 2009SP 
Laurin  Matthew   BA 2009FA 
Lawson  Justin   BA 2009FA 
Lester  Melissa   BSW 2009SP 
Lewis  John   BSW 2009FA 
Lewis  Leigh   BA 2009FA 
Logsdon  Elizabeth   BSW 2009FA 
Lyle  Andrea   BSW 2009S1 
Lyon  Rebecca   BSW 2009S2 
Maynard  Brittany   BSW 2009SP 
Mays Rodney   BA 2009SP 
McClain  Christina   BSW 2009FA 
McCoy  Melissa   BSW 2009SP 
McGinnis  Eric   BSW 2009SP 
Monn  Misty   BSW 2009FA 
Moore  Jennifer   BSW 2009SP 
Murphy  Amber   BSW 2009SP 
Padelford  Chris   BA 2009SP 
Patrick  Sarah  BSW 2009S1 
Patrick  Trina   BSW 2009S1 
Prater  Tiffany   BSW 2009SP 
Prezioso  Elijah   BA 2009SP 
Profitt  Jessica   BSW 2009SP 
Rose Krystle   BA 2009SP 
Rouse  Vickie   BSW 2009SP 
Russo  Meredith   BA 2009S2 
Sallie  April   BSW 2009SP 

2009 Spring and Fall SSWC Graduates  
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 Saltz  Emily   BA 2009FA 

 Sammons  Rebecca   BSW 2009FA 

 Saunders  Chad  MA 2009SP 

 Scott  Brenda   BSW 2009SP 

 Scott  Ginger   BSW 2009SP 

 Sheehan  Timothy   BA 2009SP 

 Shockey  Monica   BSW 2009SP 

 Slone  Tracey   BSW 2009SP 

 Smith  Jennifer   BA 2009SP 

 Spicer  Kasey   BSW 2009FA 

 Staggs  Jess   BA 2009SP 

 Tackett  Jason   BSW 2009FA 

 Taylor  Lisa   BSW 2009SP 

 Thomas  Anthony   BSW 2009SP 

 Vandeventer  Joshua   BSW 2009FA 

 Walker  Kayla   BA 2009FA 

 Ward Misty   BSW 2009SP 

 White  Martha   BSW 2009S1 

 Whitt  Charles   BA 2009SP 

 Williams  Brian   BA 2009SP 

 Willoughby  Jennifer   BSW 2009SP 

 Wilson  Arvella   BSW 2009SP 

 Wolford  Teresa  BSW 2009S1 

      

2009 Spring and Fall SSWC Graduates  
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L 
ast Thanksgiving , Morehead State University -Prestonsburgôs Student Asso-
ciation of Social Workers (SASW) prepared and donated meals to thirteen fami-
lies in need.  According to MSU-Prestonsburg Social Work facilitator, Elizabeth 
Bishop, MSW , the families were selected by students and were among those 

who often ñfall through the cracksò of traditional service pro-
viders (left). Later that year, SASW students prepared and 
donated Christmas gifts for residents of the Paintsville Nurs-
ing Home. Over 25 residents received items such as shawls, 
fleece blankets, personal items, and other gifts. 

 

 

 

 

 
In March 2010, Floyd County Judge/Executive, R. D. 
ñDOCò Marshall, visited the campus of MSU-
Prestonsburg to help students celebrate social work 
practice (right). The event, co-sponsored by The Na-
tional Association of Social Workers and SASW of MSU-
Prestonsburg, is an annual networking opportunity for 
students, social work professionals, and resource agen-
cies across the Big Sandy region.  

 ___SSWC Student Focus 

 

 

 

  

M 
orehead State University -Mt. Sterlingôs Student Social Work Association 

(SSWA) assisted the Gateway Juvenile Diversion Pro-

ject via a yard sale and brought awareness to Na-

tional Recovery Month by providing informational ta-

bles and literature during events.   

The group continues to extend thanks to community members and 

businesses that helped in the success of its 2009 Christmas event. 

SSWA members located and delivered meals to over 80 individuals, 

many of whom would have otherwise spent Christmas away from 

friends and family.  According to Jeannette Groeber, MSW (right) 

Social Work facilitator at MSU-Mt Sterling, ñI couldn't ask for a more 

proactive group of students!ò 
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S ASW of Morehead State University -Ashlandôs Social 
Work program hosted a number of activities in 2009.  The 
group organized events for the Lawrence County Senior Citi-
zens Center, and students gave time and effort to the suicide 
prevention event, ñOut of the Darknessò. When an Ashland 
family and a local MSU-Ashland graduate lost belongings in  
fires, SASW-Ashland students assisted them in their time of 
need.  
  

This year, students attended domestic violence and prescrip-
tion drug abuse conferences. Also, look for a resource guide 
produced by members of SASW-Ashland for the American Cancer Society. 
The manual will be used in the Eastern Kentucky region. Nancy Preston, 

MSW (upper right) facilitates the MSU-Ashland Social Work program.  

                   SSWC  

        Student Focus 

  

U ndergraduate Research 
Fellow and Sociology 

major, Michelle Fiore (left) 
presented her poster 
presentation, ñLesbian and 
Gay Perceptions of Felt and 
Enacted Stigma: Religion 
and Homosexuality in the 
Bible Beltò at the 2009 
Posters at the Capitol event 
in Frankfort, Kentucky. Fiore 
is shown here with her 
faculty sponsor and mentor, 
Dr. Bernadette Barton 
(right).  
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                    SSWC  

         Student Focus 

 

 

T he Sociology program at MSU-
Morehead conducted its Third 

Annual Sociology Student Research 
Showcase in April 2010. Comprised 
of seniors from the Spring 2010 So-
ciology capstone course, the occa-
sion allowed students to share their 
research proposals with friends, fam-
ily, and faculty. Capstone facilitator 
and showcase founder, Dr. Berna-
dette Barton (first row, center), pre-
sided over the  event.  

MSU-Morehead Third Annual Sociology Student  

Research Showcase  
   Danielle Akhlaghi:   ñParental Expectations through the Culture of Fearò  

   Eden Van Bibber:  ñThe Impact of Growing up Fundamentalist on Girlôs Self- 
      Esteemò 

   Chase Evans:   ñHey óRedô ð You Missed Oneò 

   Michelle Fiore:    ñDeaf President Now: Demographics and Media Influenceò 

   Jacquelyn Finch:   ñFriend Defined by Facebookò 

   Bethany Gordon:   ñInvisible Favor: When the Majority Becomes the Minorityò 

   Whitney Hawkins:   ñThe Conservative Hold on the Working Classò 

   Kristin Hausstein:  ñFemale Leaders: Win or Lose for the Democratic Process?ò 
   Andrew Hickerson:   ñ World of Hatecraftò  

   Jerry Jackson, Jr.:   ñLooking at Convicts through the Corrections Officersò 

   Karen Medendorp:   ñA Picture is Worthò 

   Jennifer Munday:   ñStraddling Values: Balancing the Past and the Presentò 

   Kimberly Osborne:   ñChristian Fundamentalist Women and Romance Novelsò 

   Billy Ousley:    ñMassively Marxist Online Crimesò 

   Guillermo Rodriguez:  ñCrossing Gender Barriersò 

   Jessica Wright:   ñThe Promotion of Liberal Ideologies in Liberal Studiesò               

   Kyle Yarawsky:   ñWhy be a Leaderò 
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G raduate assistant, Justin Clark (right) is currently 
pursuing a Masters of Arts degree in Sociology after a 
successful undergraduate experience at MSU. Before 
graduate school, Clark majored in Sociology with a 
Criminology minor. He was a member of the Deanôs 
List each semester, maintaining a perfect 4.0 GPA in 
his Sociology and Criminology coursework. Clark was 
recognized as the 2009 Outstanding Undergraduate 

Student in Sociology.  

                    SSWC  

        Student Focus 

 

P rior to conducting her Masters of Arts degree in Sociology at MSU, 
Rhea Evans (right) graduated Magna Cum Laude from the university with 
a double major in Criminology and Government.  She has been equally 
productive during her post-baccalaureate years. Evans was voted the 2009 
Outstanding Graduate Student in Sociology  by SSWC. In April 2010, 
she successfully defended her graduate thesis 
entitled, ñAn Investigation of Racial Disparities 
in Confidence in the Criminal Justice Systemò. 
She will complete her graduate degree in May 
2010.  

 

Evans is negotiating whether to attend law 
school or continue her education in Sociology/
Criminology and teach on the university level. 
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Spring 2009 Bachelors 

of Social Work  

Graduates  

 Morehead Campus  

 

Left to Right, Back Row :  

Leigh Garrett, Monica  
Shockey, Becky Sammons, 
April Sallie, Felicia Gay, 
Melissa Lester 
 

Left to Right Front Row :  

Cathy Ingle, Ann Howard, 
Lisa Taylor, Vicki Rouse, 
Brenda Scott  and Jeanette 
Debellefeuille  
 

Left to Right Seated :  
Sherry Bryan and Katie 
Hudson 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

______SSWC  

_____Alumni Focus 

 

S ociology Bachelors 
and Masters of Arts re-
cipient, Donna King 
(left), is MSUôs Director 
of Financial Aid. Under 
Kingôs leadership, a 
number of outreach 
and service projects 
were initiated, includ-
ing visits to area high 
schools and regional 
campuses.  

S swc Criminology alumnus, 
Travis Joseph , will be completing 
a law degree at the Appalachian 
School of Law in Spring 2010.  

S ociology-IRRAP 
alumnus and former  
MSU-SGA president, 
Brian Gay (right) is 
the Chair of Govern-
ment Relations for 
Ohio State Univer-
sityôs Council of 
Graduate Students.  

 


