English 315-301: Structure of English
Fall 2009



Affiliation
Department of English



Caudill College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences



Morehead State University



Class 

http://moreheadstate.blackboard.com

Instructor
Dr. Katy Carlson




office 

419 Combs, 606-783-2782 




dept. office
103 Combs, 606-783-9448, fax: 606-783-9112



e-mail

k.carlson@morehead-st.edu
Office Hours
Tues. 10:20-11:20, Wed. 12:40-1:40, and by appointment
Textbook
Klammer, Thomas P., Muriel R. Schulz, and Angela della Volpe. Analyzing English Grammar. 5th ed. Boston: Pearson Longman, 2007. Available at the MSU bookstore and other local bookstores.
Grading
60% Homework assignments, quizzes, and worksheets


20% Midterm (Oct. 5-6)



20% Final (Dec. 8-10)


Grading Scale: A = 90-100%; B = 80-89%; C = 70-79%; D = 60-69%; E = < 60%


Official Course Description

The structures of the English language from the perspective of descriptive and structural linguistics.

Detailed Course Description

In this course, we will investigate the grammar of English. We will develop ways to analyze the structure of English words and sentences.

Learner Outcomes
1. Students will develop the ability to identify the basic structural units of English.

2. Students will develop the ability to describe complex structural patterns.

3. Students will acquire a technical linguistic vocabulary for describing English and knowledge of the basic sentence structures.

4. Students will learn to draw tree structures representing the syntactic structure of English sentences.

5. Students will gain an understanding of the linguistic view of language as distinct from social attitudes.

These outcomes are related to the following program objectives:

· Ability to write and think critically, leading to a proficiency in various linguistic, rhetorical, and critical discourses.

· Knowledge of the history and structure of English.

Methods of Assessment

Achievement of the outcomes above will be measured by weekly homework assignments, a midterm exam, and a final exam

Class Structure and Evaluation

Blackboard (Bb) Orientation: All class materials will be available on Blackboard, including the syllabus, lessons, homework assignments, and tests. See the Technological Appendix below for detailed directions for various course tasks.

· Each week, two or more Lessons will be posted under the Lessons section of the course. These are sets of PowerPoint slides which are the equivalent of class lectures; they will also be posted as PDF files. It is mandatory that you access the Lessons each week as  part of your attendance. You should save the Lessons to your own computer, so you can access them without being on-line. 

· MP3 files will accompany the Lessons. These are audio recordings of me talking through each presentation, broken up into several chunks to reduce file size. You will especially want to download and listen to the mp3 files if you learn best by listening, though they are not mandatory. They are a supplement to the Lessons, not a substitute. 

· Readings in the textbook are assigned for each week or each unit, as shown on the syllabus. The syllabus will always be accessible under Course Information.

· Homework assignments will be posted in the Assignments area each week. Tests and quizzes will also appear in this section of the course. 

· Assignments and other aspects of the course may include use of the Discussion Board, which is accessible from the main menu of the course. Specific requirements (number of postings, etc.) will be presented with the relevant assignment.

· Pay attention to the Announcements area of the course. This will keep you up to date with each week’s topics and assignments and also include discussion of common problems on assignments.

Readings: There will be regular readings from the textbook. Readings should be completed before beginning any homework in the week they are assigned (see the schedule chart below). The readings and the Lessons complement each other, but may not cover all of the same details, so you will need to be familiar with both in order to pass the tests. Reading materials available elsewhere on the web may be assigned.

Homework: Unlike most other English classes, this class will require problem-solving and scientific argumentation more than writing. Most homework sets will practice analytical skills demonstrated in the Lessons. You should expect at least one homework assignment every week, usually due by Monday at noon. Most assignments should be downloaded to your computer and then turned in through Blackboard as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .pdf files. In cases of Blackboard failure, they can be e-mailed to me. Pass-fail worksheets will also be part of the work for this course.

Grades for assignments will be privately accessible to each student under Tools, My Grades once homeworks have been graded. You will see the point total and brief feedback to let you know which problems you missed. An answer sheet will also become available here when the homework has been corrected. You should use the answer sheets to gain a better handle on any problems you missed, as the skills will be built upon in later assignments. The answer sheets should also be saved to your computer for future reference, as when studying for exams. 
Tests: The tests will be very much like the homeworks, with the same sort of problem-solving forming the bulk of the work. There will also be questions about the definitions of technical terms learned in Lessons or covered in the textbook. Tests will be delivered in two parts through Blackboard. On-line portions of tests will be time-limited and only accessible once, so you should only start an on-line section of a test when you can finish it. If you get logged out of it in error, you must contact me so I can void the test and let you start again. There will also be off-line portions of tests, which will function like homework assignments (download questions, upload answer file). 

Late Work: Homework will not be accepted more than a week late. Homework received late will lose several points per day. Since assignments provide a chance to practice important skills, you are encouraged to work on them even if you cannot receive credit. Note that homework makes up the largest portion of your grade, so late or missing work will be quite detrimental to your success in this course. Test dates are firm. Make-ups or extra time will only be given if you have contacted me before the date of the test with a compelling reason. 

Bonus Questions: There is a Discussion Board forum which will contain occasional extra-credit questions. Credit will be a maximum of two points unless otherwise noted in the question. Also, a maximum total of 10 points can be earned from bonus questions; after that, no further credit will be given. Answers should be e-mailed to me, and the messages should clearly indicate which question is being answered.
Attendance/Participation: You are required to access the course on Blackboard at least twice a week in order to read announcements, retrieve Lessons and homework assignments, turn in homework, and participate in discussions. If you will be unable to log in for a significant period of time (such as an entire week), let me know beforehand so we can minimize the risk that you will fall behind the class. Also, tell me ahead of time if you find that you have a conflict with a test date. Your overall course grade may be lowered up to one letter grade for lack of attendance and participation.
Office Hours and Questions: I will be in my office to answer your questions by phone, e-mail, or in person during the office hours listed on the first page. Of course, you can also e-mail me at other times, and doing so is probably the quickest/easiest way to reach me. Please include the number of this course (Eng 315) in your subject line, and include your name in the e-mail (especially if it is not obvious from your e-mail address). E-mails will be answered within 1-2 days during the week, unless I have announced that I will be out of town. I can also be available during times other than the scheduled office hours if you make an appointment to call or see me. Remember to ask questions about assignments as early as possible, so that you have time to get the answer before the assignment is actually due.
Technological Requirements
Note all of the following necessary programs and formats. Since this class is mediated by technology, it is important that you make the effort to comply with these requirements. Please contact me as soon as possible if one or more of these requirements is a problem, and we will try to work around it. Don’t wait until your grade is on the line.
· All students are required to have basic computer skills, including proficiency in sending and receiving e-mail, using word processing software, and using Blackboard. You should also test your browser compatibility once you have logged in to Blackboard.
· Handouts on Blackboard use and tutorials on specific Bb functions are available once you log in to Blackboard, in the Blackboard Tips for Students section. 
· Documents created using a word processor other than Microsoft Word (which produces files with a .doc  or .docx extension) should be saved as Rich Text Format (.rtf) files before being turned in. I will only accept .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .pdf files for homework, off-line tests, etc. Any word processor can create one of these acceptable file types when you choose the Save As option (or its equivalent).
· All students must have or download the free Adobe Reader (Google “Adobe Reader” or go to http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html) in order to access Adobe Acrobat documents (ones with a .pdf file extension).  If your computer doesn’t meet the system requirements for Adobe Reader 9.1, select an earlier version under System Requirements and download a version which fits your computer. 

· If PowerPoint is not on your system, you should download a free PowerPoint Viewer from Microsoft (go to http://www.microsoft.com/downloads and choose Office from the Product Families drop-down menu at the top of the page, then find the PowerPoint Viewer).
· There will be mp3 files posted with each Lesson. You may already have a program that plays mp3's, if anyone uses your computer to record CDs or play downloaded songs. If not, you'll want a free mp3 player, and lots of sites offer one. Be careful to look around on each site for the link to the FREE version, as many of these sites also have programs which are not free. Here are a few possible sites: http://www.winamp.com/player/, http://www.real.com/, http://www.apple.com/itunes/download/.
· Please make sure that the e-mail address Blackboard has for you is the one you will check most frequently. Once logged in to Blackboard, go to the My MSU tab, and click on Personal Information in the Tools box at the left. Choose the option Edit Personal Information, and update your e-mail address accordingly. Submit the changes before logging out.
ADA Compliance Statement
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), all students with a documented disability are entitled to reasonable accommodations and services to support their academic success and safety. To receive accommodations and services, the student should immediately contact the Disability Services Coordinator in the Office of Academic and Career Services, 223 Allie Young Hall, 606-783-5188, http://www.moreheadstate.edu/acs/.  It is the student’s responsibility to inform the instructor of any special needs before the end of the second week of classes and to provide appropriate documentation.

Academic Honesty
You are responsible for doing your own original work in this class. If you ever work with another student on a homework assignment, indicate on your assignment who you worked with. Otherwise, you run the risk of raising suspicions about your work and that of another student. You may not work with anyone on the tests. A pattern of similarities may result in failure of the assignment and/or the course. If you are not sure what constitutes academic dishonesty, read The Eagle: Student Handbook or ask your instructor.  The policy is located at http://www.moreheadstate.edu/files/units/dsl/eaglehandbook/studenthandbook2008-09.pdf [pgs.11 & 39].
Teaching Standards

For teaching majors, the New Teacher Standards are included here: designs/plans instruction, creates/maintains learning climates, implements/manages instruction, assesses and communicates learning results, reflects/evaluates teaching/learning, collaborates with colleagues/parents/others, engages in professional development, knowledge of content, demonstrates implementation of technology.
Class Schedule (subject to change, with fair warning)
	Dates
	Topics
	Lessons
	Assignments

	Week 1 

8/17-8/23
	Introduction. What is grammar? What is linguistics? prescriptive vs. descriptive rules, language varieties and standards
	Lessons 1-2
	Chapters 1-2

HW 1 and Syllabus
       Quiz due 8/24

	Week 2 

8/24-8/30
	Morphology: inflection, derivation, hierarchical structure
	Lessons 3-4
	Chapter 3

HW 2 due 8/31 

	Weeks 3-4

8/31-9/6
9/8-9/13
	Form-class words; tests for word class membership; structure-class words
	Lessons 5-6
Lessons 7-8
	Chapter 4

HW 3 due Tues. 9/8
Chapter 5

HW 4 due 9/14

	Weeks 5-7 

9/14-9/20
9/21-9/27
9/28-10/4
	Structure-class words; phrases, trees, and diagrams; constituent structure; verb phrases and tense
	Lessons 9-10

Lessons 11-12

Review Lesson
	Chapters 5-6

HW 5 due 9/21
HW 6 due 9/28

	10/5-10/6
	Midterm Exam available Mon. 10/5 at 10 am through Tues. 10/6 at noon

	Weeks 8-9
10/7-10/11
10/12-10/18
	Basic sentence types; types of verbs and their interactions
	Lesson 13
Lessons 14-15

	Chapter 7

HW 7 due 10/19


	Weeks 9-11 

10/19-10/25
10/26-11/1
	Sentence transformations and movement rules
	Lessons 16-17
Lessons 18-19 

	Chapter 8

HW 8 due 10/26
HW 9 due 11/2

	Weeks 11-13

11/2-11/8
11/9-11/15
	Subordinate clauses and relative clauses
	Lessons 20-21
Lessons 22-23

	Chapter 9

HW 10 due 11/9
HW 11 due 11/16

	Weeks 13-15

11/16-11/22
11/23-11/29
	Nominal clauses, interrogative clauses
	Lessons 24-25

	Chapter 10

HW 12 due 11/23

	Week 16

11/30-12/6

	Infinitive phrases, gerund and participle phrases
	Lessons 26-27
Lesson 28
	Chapters 11-12
HW 13 due Tues. 12/1

	12/8-12/10
	Final Exam available Tues. 12/8 at noon through Thurs. 12/10 at noon


Technological Appendix

How to get and turn in assignments

1. Go to the Assignments section of the Blackboard course. 
2. Click the View/Complete Assignment link under the title of the relevant homework. That will get you to a page where there is a link to an Assignment file (in Section 1, Assignment Information). In most cases, homework assignments will be Word files. 

3. Click the link to open the assignment and/or save the file to your computer, choosing somewhere where you will be able to find it again. 
4. You may write your answers in the HW question file, or start a new word processing document to write your answers in. Either way, save your work as a file whose name includes the words HW1 (or whatever number it is) and your name. (See acceptable file types above.)
5. When you are ready to turn in your assignment, come back to the Assignments area and click on the View/Complete Assignment link again. 
6. You can write something in the Comments block in Section 2 of this page (Assignment Materials). Type a quick “hello” if nothing else, or tell me anything I should know before looking at your answers. 
7. Use the Browse button under the Comments to search in your computer for the file in which you have answered the assignment questions, and click Open to attach this file. 
8. Then click the Submit button in Section 3 to turn in your HW.
How to access and participate in discussions on the Discussion Board
1. Click the Discussion Board button from the main course menu in Blackboard. The Discussion Board page has different forums, each with an informative title and description. 

2. Find the forum you want, read the directions below that title, and then click on the title to read or participate in the forum. 
3a. To read any posting in a forum, click on the name of the posting. 

3b. If there are replies to the posting, you can access them by clicking on the Next Post link at the top right of the text of the posting, or by clicking on the name of the reply in the Thread area above the posts. 

3c. You may reply to any posting or its replies by choosing the Reply button at the top or bottom right of the text you want to reply to. 

3d. On the first page of a forum, there is an Add Thread button at the top of the page. You may click this to join the discussion with a new posting. 

4. When you post to a forum, you will be given a subject line and a typing area. Fill in both.

5. Click the Submit button to post your contribution. 

6. To exit from a thread or a forum, click the OK button at the bottom of the page until you’re back where you want to be.
