Morehead State University

Fall 2009

English 670: Literature and Film
http://online.moreheadstate.edu

Instructor:  Dr. Annie Adams
Phone:  783-2739


smail:         150 University Boulevard, Box 560
email:    a.adams@moreheadstate.edu
                                 Morehead, KY  40351-1689

Course Description:  ENG 670 is a course devoted to the advanced study of literary adaptation.  In particular, it will explore how filmmakers are able to translate works of literature into moving images through the analysis and application of select film theories.
Course Objectives (COs):

In this course, students will acquire the ability to:

1. employ the critical language that scholar use to discuss film in general and literary adaptation in particular (program competency #6)
2. analyze the various ways that cinematic adaptations translate and interpret canonical works of art (program competency #2)
3. demonstrate this analysis in written responses that draw upon and incorporate appropriate resources and materials for the advanced study of literature and film (program competencies #3 and #1) 

Measurement of Course Objectives:

· CO #1 will be assessed in the Midterm Exam.

· CO #2 will be assessed in the Discussion Board posts.
· CO #3 will be assessed in the major writing assignments (the Great Expectations Paper, the Adaptation Exercise, and the Research Paper).
Required Texts:

· Austen, Jane.  Pride and Prejudice
· Dickens, Charles.  Great Expectations
· DuMaurier, Daphne.  Rebecca
· Hellman, Lillian.  Collected Plays
· James, Henry.  Turn of the Screw
· Shelley, Mary.  Frankenstein
· Stoker, Bram.  Dracula 
· Williams, Tennessee.  A Streetcar Named Desire  

Course Requirements/Assignments:
 
DISCUSSION BOARD ASSIGNMENTS:  Every week, students are responsible for making at least two (250+ word) postings to the Discussion Board.  In every posting, students must address the prompt and the weekly lecture material (power point presentations and HTML formatted handouts) as well as other students’ postings.  Participation in the Discussion Board will be evaluated on the basis of quality (engagement with the material and use of strong textual evidence to support claims) as well as quantity (the required amount of postings, posted within the appropriate time frame).  Although the cumulative grade for the Discussion Board will be determined holistically at the end of the semester, students may request and get feedback on their individual posts at any point during the semester.  
GREAT EXPECTATIONS PAPER:  On Wednesday of week 5, students will be expected to turn in an 8 page analysis of South Park’s episode #405, “Pip,” that interprets the Masterpiece Theatre parody in light of Paul Wells’ “Classic Literature and Animation” and Peter Brookner’s “Postmodern Adaptation” (chapters 13 and 7 in The Cambridge Companion to Literature on Screen).  
To view the episode online, go to either:
South Park zone http://www.southparkzone.com/episode.php?vid=405
South Park studios http://www.southparkstudios.com/guide/405/
(Note of advice: the online player at South Park studios often freezes.  To avoid this problem, down load the video to your computer via Real Player [http://www.real.com/].  This legal download will give you a copy that you can access even when you are not online.)  
To access the script, go to:

http://www.planearium.de/scripts-405.htm
To access the Cambridge Companion essays, go to:

The Camden Carroll Library homepage http://www.moreheadstate.edu/library/
MIDTERM:

The midterm (taken during week 8) will consist of two parts: (a) a 60-minute exam on film and adaptation terms and concepts (i.e., an objective test over all the information covered in week 1) and (b) a 5+ page explication of a specific facet of a film adaptation of Great Expectations, Pride and Prejudice, or Frankenstein.   
ADAPTATION EXERCISE:
On Wednesday of week 12, students will be expected to turn in an 8+ page paper that offers an adaptive treatment of a literary text covered in class.  Each adaptive treatment should offer a filmic interpretation that integrates the findings of two recent scholarly articles on the text.  In other words, each adaptation should be grounded in recent literary scholarship on the “source” text.  (Please note that this assignment is requiring scholarly articles.  Students should avoid abstracts, brief conference proceedings, and notes and queries.)
RESEARCH PAPER:
The final for this course will be a 13+ page research paper, due on Wednesday of Finals Week.  Students may write on a film adaptation of a literary work that they did not analyze in the midterm essay or they may offer a literary reading of one of the novels or plays covered in class that they did not discuss in their adaptation exercise.  (Each major project must deal with a new topic; no double-dipping will be allowed.)  Every paper must (a) include an original argument, (b) analyze the given text(s) from a literary and/or filmic perspective, and (c) cite at least 8 scholarly sources from reputable venues (articles, book chapters, and books listed in the MLA database or some analogous database—webpages, notes, and non-scholarly resources may complement the paper’s research, but will not count toward the 8 required sources).  In other words, every paper must be a critical essay that productively participates in ongoing scholarly debates.    
Note about topic selection:  Students may choose to write a paper on a filmic adaptation of a literary work not covered in class (e.g., Baz Lurhmann’s “Romeo + Juliet,” Tony Richardson’s “Tom Jones,” or Mervyn LeRoy’s “Little Women”).  Students interested in pursuing this option should email the instructor by Wednesday of week 9 in order to get the topic selection “okayed” before they work out the post to be approved during week 11.  
Note about topic approval:  Students will be required to post their research topic to the BB discussion board by Wednesday of week 11 (this includes students pursuing alternate topics who have had those topics “okayed” during week 9).  The instructor will approve suitable topics and offer advice on research and feedback on potential arguments.  Please note that the instructor will only evaluate final projects that have been approved by week 11.
Note about critical focus:  Every general topic (e.g., Francis Ford Coppola’s Bram Stoker’s Dracula) must be narrowed into a specific research question that allows the writer to participate in an ongoing critical debate (e.g., how does Coppola’s purportedly faithful film fashion Stoker’s terrifying tale of degeneration into a romantic fairytale that serves as a prototype for the recent crop of Gothic “romances” [like Twilight]?).  Please note that participation implies original contribution to scholarship; it does not denote summary or review of existing work.  Any paper that merely summarizes plots or repeats what other critics have said will not fulfill the requirements of this research paper.  Every passing research paper must include a clearly articulated argumentative thesis that is supported throughout the draft.         
Grading Scale:  

Discussion Board
25% 
(250 points)

GE paper
15%
(150 points)

Midterm
20%
(200 points)

Adaptation exercise
15%
(150 points)

Research Paper
25%
(250 points)
 
Final grading scale:  1000-900 (A); 899-800 (B); 799-700 (C); 699-600 (D); 599 and below (E)
 
 
Note on plagiarism:  Plagiarism is obviously not acceptable in a graduate level English course.  Any instance of plagiarism within an assignment will result in a zero for that particular assignment, and hence seriously imperil a student’s ability to pass the class.  Egregious cases of plagiarism will result in expulsion from the class and further disciplinary action at the university level.

 

Further Requirements and Regulations:

· All students are required to have basic computer skills, including proficiency in sending and reading email and using word processing software to create documents.  Microsoft Word is the recommended software; students using other programs should send their work as Rich Text Format (rtf).  In order to read and/or access some documents, students should have access to PowerPoint and download Adobe Acrobat Reader.
· All students are required to have access to a computer that meets the technology requirements for the course.  This information is provided at http://distance.moreheadstate.edu.
· All students are required to be proficient in the use of Blackboard.
· All students must post and/or email written work by 12:00 p.m. on the day due in order to receive full credit. Late papers/assignments will be penalized one letter grade for each day late (including weekends and holidays).
Further Requirements and Regulations specific to a lit and film course:

· All students will be required to rent a specific filmic adaptation of Pride and Prejudice (the 1995 version directed by Simon Langton or the 2005 version directed by Joe Wright), Great Expectations (the 1946 version directed by David Lean or the 1998 version directed by Alfonso Cuaron) or Frankenstein (the 1931 version directed by James Whale or the 1994 version directed by Kenneth Branagh) for the midterm.  Students will be able to select which specific adaption they would like to discuss, but each student must secure access to one of these films via a local public library, a movie rental store, or an online service (like NetFlix).      
· Students who choose to write a final project on a film adaptation must secure a high quality copy of that film for analysis.
Projected Syllabus:

· Introduction to Course
Week 1:
“Film as Art” handout; “Adaptation” pdf; Cahir: “The Language of Film and Its Relation to Literature”; Yale website
· Novel to Screen: The 19th-Century Novel Meets 20th-Century Technology
Week 2:  Dickens: Great Expectations
Week 3:  Dickens: Great Expectations

Week 4:  Austen: Pride and Prejudice

Week 5:  Austen: Pride and Prejudice  GE paper due 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday
Week 6:  James: Turn of the Screw

· Screen Legends: Dracula and Frankenstein
Week 7:  Shelley: Frankenstein

Week 8:  Midterm essay due 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday; Midterm test open on the BB site (under the “Assignments” button) from 12:00 p.m. Wednesday through 12:00 p.m. Friday
Week 9:  Shelley: Frankenstein Alternate topics for the Research paper should be emailed to the instructor by 12:00 p.m. Wednesday
Week 10: Stoker: Dracula

Week 11: Stoker: Dracula  Research paper topics posted to BB by 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday
· A Match Made in Cinematic Heaven: Modern Drama and Film
Week 12: Hellman: Little Foxes  Adaptation exercise due 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday
Week 13: Hellman: The Children’s Hour
Week 14: Williams: A Streetcar Named Desire
· Author, Auteur:  The Gothic Ambiguities of Rebecca
Week 15: DuMaurier: Rebecca

· End Credits
Week 16: Research papers due 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday of Finals week 

ADA Compliance:  In compliance with the ADA, all students with a documented disability are entitled to reasonable accommodations and services to support their academic success and safety.  Though a request for services may be made at any time, services are best applied when they are requested at or before the start of the semester. To receive accommodations and services the student should immediately contact the Disability Services Coordinator in the Office of Academic and Career Services, 223 Allie Young Hall, 606-783-5188, www.moreheadstate.edu/acs/
